Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 SEOUL 02319 231219Z 
ACTION SNM-02 

INFO OCT-01 EA-09 10-13 ISO-OO DEAE-00 CIAE-00 INR-07 
JUSE-00 NSAE-00 TRSE-00 USIA-15 NSC-05 OES-06 
OMB-Ol MED-03 HEW-06 /068 W 

231220Z 054203/14 

P R 230833Z MAR 77 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2797 
USMISSION GENEVA 

UNCLAS SEOUL 2319 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
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SUBJECT: CONGRESSIONAL HEARINGS ON DECRIMINALIZATION OF MARIHUANA 

REF: STATE 057902 

1 . KOREAN LAW ON MARIHUANA WAS TRANSMITTED TO DEPARTMENT BY 
SEOUL A178. AS DEPARTMENT AWARE, LAW IS QUITE COMPLEX BUT 
BASICALLY BOTH TRAFFICKERS AND USERS IF CONVICTED ARE SUBJECT TO 
PRISON TERMS OF SEVEN TO TEN YEARS AT HARD LABOR. 

2. THE LAW BECAME EFFECTIVE JANUARY 1, 1977 AND POLICE 

HAVE ARRESTED A NUMBER OF PEOPLE FOR VIOLATION. HOWEVER, THE 
COURTS HAVE NOT YET HEARD CASES UNDER THE NEW LAW AND SO WE 
DO NOT KNOW HOW STRICTLY ITS PROVISIONS WILL BE ENFORCED. 
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